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The initial scribes for the lost 

manuscript 

 Emma Smith

 Alva Hale (Emma’s older brother}

 Reuben Hale (Emma/s younger brother)

 Samuel Smith (Joseph’s younger brother)

 Martin Harris until about June 14, 1828



What were the Interpreters?

 Lucy Mack Smith saw and handled through thin cloth

 Lucy heard Joseph describe them

 “’keys’ of triangular shape—’three cornered 

diamonds’”.

 “set in curved frames”

 “’connected with each other in much the same way, as 

old-fashioned spectacles’”

 Don Bradley, The Lost 116 Pages” (2019) pp. 45-53.







Old Fashioned Spectacles



Late May 1829 Oliver Cowdery

begins to act as scribe. 



Seer Stone











References to other places in text 

Alma 36:22

Translated about April 24

22 Yea, methought I saw, even 

as our father aLehi saw, God 

sitting upon his throne, 

surrounded with numberless 

concourses of angels, in the 

attitude of singing and 
bpraising their God; yea, and 

my soul did long to be there.

1 Nephi 1:8

Translated about June 5

he thought he csaw God 

sitting upon his throne, 

surrounded with numberless 

concourses of angels in the 

attitude of singing and 

praising their God.
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https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/%23note22a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/%23note22b
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/%23note8c


References to other places in text

 Compare Mosiah 12-15 

translated about April 10

 Abinidai’s 13 incidence 

references of phraseology

 With Alma 39-43 translated 

about April 26 (130 pages 

later).

 Alama talking to his son 

Corianton



Mosiah 5:11



References to other Text

 Compare Mosiah 27 

translated about April 13

 Alma the Younger 

describing his conversion 

after coming out of comma

 With Alma 36 translated 

about April 24 (10 days 

later)

 Alma the Younger retelling 

in chiastic form 





How Often did Church Leaders 

Quote the Book of Mormon

An extensive review of Church periodicals printed before 

1846 reveal that there were 1,489 citations to the Bible 

and 77 to the Book of Mormon, or a 19:1 ratio.

. A study of the Nauvoo discourses of Joseph Smith 

revealed allusions to 451 different biblical passages 

compared to 22 references to the Book of Mormon, or 

a ratio of 21:1.

The Book of Mormon among the 

Saints: Evolving Use of the Keystone 

Scripture

Casey Paul Griffiths



Ezra Taft Benson’s presidency was the culmination of a 

long journey to bring the Book of Mormon from obscurity 

to primacy in Church doctrine and teaching. Partially as 

a result of his urgings, there was an explosion in the use 

of the Book of Mormon within the Church. Noel 

Reynolds’s 1999 study showed the skyrocketing use of 

the Book of Mormon by exploring three categories:



first, before Ezra Taft Benson’s presidency, the number of 

scriptures from the Book of Mormon used in conference 

hovered consistently around 12 percent. After President 

Benson’s first challenge in 1986, the number shot to 40 

percent, then it gradually leveled off to 25 percent. Other 

statistics—measuring not just the references to scriptures 

but the topics of the talks themselves—also showed a peak 

in Book of Mormon topics during 1986–89, when President 

Benson sparked the new emphasis on the Book of 

Mormon.[91] Even before President Benson’s tenure, the 

number of publications, both in favor and polemical, 

experienced a dramatic increase during the latter part of 

the 1980s.

https://rsc-legacy.byu.edu/archived/coming-forth-book-mormon/book-mormon-among-saints-evolving-use-keystone-scripture%23_edn91


I will give unto you for a sign—for verily I say unto 

you that when these things which I declare unto you 

. . . shall be made known unto the Gentiles . . . it 

shall be a sign unto them, that they may know that 

the work of the Father hath already commenced 

unto the fulfilling of the covenant which he hath 

made unto the people who are of the house of 

Israel” (3 Nephi 21:2, 7).




